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Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
Americans are being forced to foot the
bill for trillions of dollars of increased
government spending this year while
they are struggling to make their own
ends meet.

As Kansans sit at their kitchen table
trying to balance their checkbooks,
this Congress has been borrowing and
spending money like there is no tomor-
row. The latest example of this reck-
less spending is a 2,500-page omnibus
spending bill approved by the House of
Representatives yesterday. This $447
billion package does not require any of
the tough choices that Americans are
having to make every day in this dif-
ficult economy. Unfortunately, for the
next generation of Americans, there
will be severe consequences from our
government’s failure to control spend-
ing and the resulting huge increases in
our national debt.

The Democrat leadership will soon
try to raise our $12.1 trillion national
debt limit by an additional $1.8 trillion.
The Federal Government is mortgaging
our Nation’s future and its well-being
to countries like China. The result of
this spend-and-borrow approach is evi-
dent.

President Obama and Speaker
PELOSI, show bold leadership and get
our country back on track by cutting
spending and reducing our country’s
debt, not by omnibus spending bills and
debt ceiling increases.

——

REMEMBERING ED STIMPSON

(Mr. DICKS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DICKS. Madam Speaker, it is
with great sadness that I come before
the House to note the death of a leader
in the civil aviation industry and a
man familiar to many here in Con-
gress. Mr. Ed Stimpson, who served as
president of General Aviation Manufac-
turers Association for 19 years, died at
his home on November 25 in Boise,
Idaho. Many of us in this Chamber re-
call that he was the driving force be-
hind the General Aviation Revitaliza-
tion Act which altered the liability of
small aircraft manufacturers and led to
a reinvigoration of the small aircraft
industry in the United States.

After he retired from direct leader-
ship of the association, he took on a
new project, the ‘“‘Be a Pilot’’ campaign
that was designed to increase the popu-
lation of student pilots in the United
States. It was a great success, not only
in enlarging the number of citizens ca-
pable of flying live aircraft, but also in
providing a technological boost to the
manufacturing industry that resulted
in the design and construction of new
and safer aircraft.

Later, he was named by President
Bill Clinton to the International Civil
Aviation Organization, a Montreal-
based group that promotes safe avia-
tion around the world. He served in
that post with the rank of ambassador
through 2004, and he was one of three
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ambassadors to be reappointed by
President George W. Bush. His re-
appointment was indicative of the bi-
partisan approach he brought to all of
his endeavors.

Ed Stimpson was also a recipient of
the Wright Brothers Memorial Trophy
for Lifetime Achievement. He was a
great leader, a great friend of many of
us, and he will be missed.

I would like to insert a personal re-
flection that was published in Seattle
last week by a long-time friend of Ed’s,
Mr. Ted Van Dyk.

OUR GOOD FRIEND, ED STIMPSON
(By Ted Van Dyk)

Ed Stimpson, a longtime leader in the
civil-aviation industry, died this past
Wednesday in Boise. His obituary, distrib-
uted via Associated Press from Boise and
picked up by other media, was maddeningly
unsatisfying. It listed his achievements as a
U.S. ambassador, head of national civil-avia-
tion bodies, and leader of a general-aviation
trade association. But it gave no sense of his
wonderful qualities as a human being and of
his meaningful civic and political involve-
ments.

Born in Bellingham exactly one month be-
fore I was, Ed Stimpson was the son of a be-
loved physician and the oldest of seven chil-
dren. The hospital where both of us were
born is now named after his father. We grew
up in hard times and shared a firm commit-
ment to the Democratic Party and its agen-
da of the time. The president of our high
school Democratic Club was Sterling Munro,
who later would serve as Sen. Henry (Scoop)
Jackson’s principal assistant.

In 1962, when I was being released from a
recall to military service, a chance street-
corner meeting with Ed led to my being
hired by the then-European Communities
(the present European Union). He was at that
time representing the Seattle World’s Fair
in Washington, D.C. At the fair he met Doro-
thy Sortor, a Century 21 public-affairs offi-
cer, and later married her. They were
brought together, I always thought, by Eddie
Carlson, the driving force behind the fair and
a lifetime friend and sponsor of many of us
who were coming up at the time.

Later Ed went on to executive positions in
government, in aviation, and in business.
While an officer of Morrison-Knudsen, he and
his wife Dottie bought a home in Boise which
was their home base thereafter. Ed and
Dottie also helped transform Boise from a
conservative political bastion into the
state’s Democratic stronghold. In 1972, when
Jackson had no chance of nomination, they
campaigned hard for his presidential can-
didacy. Later, when House Speaker Tom Fo-
ley’s reelection was threatened, they dropped
everything and moved to Spokane to help in
what turned out to be a losing effort.

Ed’s and Dottie’s strongest and longest
friends have included Rep. Norm Dicks and
his family, former Jackson chief of staff
Denny Miller, and former Warren Magnuson
chief of staff Jerry Grinstein. He and Dottie
kept a photo album of their outings with the
Dicks family. (Other local friends include
two members of the Crosscut family, Peter
Jackson, son of Scoop, and Gene Carlson, son
of Eddie Carlson). Beyond politics, aviation,
and the business world, Ed Stimpson had an
army of friends and admirers who had met
him at various intersections along the way.
When he was diagnosed with lung cancer sev-
eral months ago (Ed had never smoked), e-
mails began flowing in great number among
friends from all his lives.

I called Ed when I got the news. He had
found himself short of breath while walking
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through the Denver airport and had gone to
his doctor for what he thought would be a
routine checkup. Later, the lung cancer
spread to his brain.

As my own good luck would have it, I spent
last Saturday with Ed and Dottie at St.
Luke’s hospital in Boise. He was heavily
medicated. He argued unsuccessfully with
his nurses that he be allowed to dress and
“have lunch and conversation at a more suit-
able place’ than at his hospital bed. Charac-
teristically, he talked not about himself or
his illness but about current public issues,
his involvement in an aviation-industry
study, and his pride in his part in strength-
ening the Idaho Democratic Party. Denny
Miller visited a day later. Then Ed was sent
home to hospice care. He passed almost im-
mediately—spared, as it turned out, from a
long ordeal for him and for Dottie which
might have followed.

E-mails have flowed from the Stimpson
network since his passing. That is because he
was held in such love and respect by all
whose lives he had touched. Over his lifetime
he was never known to speak cruelly or
harshly about another person. He preferred
instead to make his own positive contribu-
tions wherever he could. His integrity shone.
He was the archtype ‘‘other-oriented’ per-
son, always seeking to help other people and
causes, never to advance himself. He was a
good and rare human being.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

CAP-AND-TRADE IS BAD FOR
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
one in 10 Americans are without jobs
this holiday season. This level of unem-
ployment is the highest our country
has seen in a quarter-century. In the
midst of these difficult times, jobs are
at the top of America’s holiday wish
list, yet the President has sent nego-
tiators to Copenhagen to devise and de-
liver another job killer.

Negotiators from nations around the
world convened in the Danish capital
this week with the goal of developing a
successor to the failed Kyoto Protocol,
which sought to reduce worldwide
greenhouse gas emissions. When Kyoto
was negotiated, the Senate unani-
mously approved the Byrd-Hagel reso-
lution. This important resolution es-
tablished U.S. policy that our country
would not enter into any climate trea-
ty that leaves out developing nations
or hurts the American economy. In
passing the resolution, the Senate rec-
ognized the damage such an agreement
would do to the U.S. economy.
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